South Gibson County High School

Spanish 3
Spring 2016
Teacher: Douglas Martin3
E-mail: martind@gcssd.org
Website: dlmartin.weebly.com
Twitter: @sgcspanish
Phone: 731-783-0999

¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español 3! I am excited to have you in class and look forward to a great year. One thing I want to stress is that I am very willing to help you if you have any questions or challenges in my class.  By working together, we can make this a great year and a great class!

Course Description:   In Spanish 3, we build on everything we learned in Spanish 1 and Spanish 2. You will improve your ability to speak, read, and write Spanish more fluently.  You will also increase your knowledge of different Spanish-speaking countries, important Hispanic individuals and other aspects of Hispanic culture.

Spanish 3 will focus heavily on oral communication as well as more complex texts and writing assignments.
Required Materials:


-Spanish to English---English to Spanish Dictionary

-Three ring binder with tab dividers


-Lined paper

-Pencil or ink pen
-Steno Pad
Assignments: 

Formal Assessments (80% of grade) Unit Tests, Major Projects: These assignments are designed to let students show their mastery of a concept or idea. Unit tests generally occur every 1 ½ to 2 weeks and cover all material learned in a unit.  Major projects include presentations in Spanish about particular aspects of Spanish-speaking cultures.

Informal Assessments (20% of grade) Quizzes, Other Projects: Quizzes and other projects usually focus on a specific topic and test students’ understanding as they are learning new information. Quizzes are generally given every week to allow students and the teacher to track their progress.

Daily Work: Daily work is key part of students learning and practicing new concepts as well as reviewing previous ones.  Daily work gives students a chance to practice something in a supervised setting to ensure proper understanding. 

Homework: This work is an extension of daily work. Homework helps students practice Spanish at home outside of the supervised classroom environment. A key part of Spanish homework is vocabulary study. Each student must spend 15-20 min. per day studying vocabulary and notes to ensure their success in Spanish. Spanish 3 homework will also include frequent written translations. These assignments offer crucial practice in reading, structure and vocabulary. Many times, they will not be given an official grade, but it is extremely important that they be completed to the best of your ability.

Dictionary and translator usage: In class, Sr. Martín asks that you use a hard copy Spanish-English dictionary for any words you may need to look up. This will prevent any confusion about technology usage and will also build the valuable skill of using a language dictionary. Sr. Martín also asks that you refrain from using ANY electronic translators for any class work (in class or at home). An electronic dictionary such as WordReference.com is helpful but only when used correctly.

Class Participation: Spanish 3 is a class which requires active participation from all students.  The following guidelines are critical for students to be successful in Spanish 3:

-come to class fully prepared with all materials, notes, dictionary, etc.


-speak Spanish in class

-fully participate in all activities whether small groups, with a partner, or alone


-pay attention to interactions in Spanish between the other students and the teacher. An 


  important part of learning Spanish is listening to other speak it as well


-understand and follow classroom norms and procedures to ensure a quality 
  
     

              learning environment

¡IMPORTANTE!
This year, the majority of classroom instruction and classroom communication will be conducted in ONLY IN SPANISH. While this may be challenging at times, it creates the best environment for learning a foreign language!

Classroom Norms:

1. We are respectful to each other.

2. We come to class fully prepared.
3. The 3 100s

    100% Participation

    100% Students

    100% Time
Technology Policy

    Due to the nature of learning a second language, minor distractions can seriously hamper language acquisition.  All students are asked to silence and/or power off their technology devices and put them away during class time. If there is an instructional use for a device, Mr. Martin will explicitly tell students to use their technology device. Otherwise, students may not use their technology device in Spanish class. This will help reduce outside distractions and enhance the learning environment of the class.

Make-up Work:


If you are absent, you are responsible for finding out what work you missed and making it up. Tests and quizzes must be made up in a timely manner before or after school in the P.A.S.S. Program (Peer Assisted Study Session) in the media center.  

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Martin at: 

martind@gcssd.org
731-783-0999 
