“Shoe” Verbs: Stem Changing Verbs
1. Start with the infinitive of the verb: QUERER: to want
2. Cut off the ENDGING (-er, -ir, -ar) of the INFINITIVE to get the stem of the verb:  QUER-

3. Look for the letters that change in the stem. It is the vowel right before the ending. (E changes to IE here)-> QUIER-

4. IMPORTANT:  Only the conjugation inside the “shoe” change their stems. 
5. Use regular present tense endings for –er, -ir, or –ar verbs.
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Quiero: I want
	Queremos: 

we want

	Quieres: You want
	Queréis

	Quiere: He, she, it, you(frml) wants
	Quieren: you all, they want


Let’s try another one. Follow the steps according to how they are numbered above:
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Puedo: I can
	Podemos:

We can

	Puedes: You can
	Podéis

	Puede: He/She/It can
	Pueden: you all/ they can




1. Poder: to be able to 


2. Pod-


3. (o->ue) Pued-


4. (See chart) 


5. (see chart)











